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Could you survive a week in a haunted house? Mara is the daughter of spiritualists. Her childhood

was filled with seances, scam mediums and talk of ghostly presences. When Mara finally left her

family's home, she vowed she would never allow superstition or false religion into her life again.

Now she's ready to start over with her fiance, Neil, in a world based on rationality and facts. But her

past isn't ready to let her go just yet. Mara and Neil purchase Blackwood House, a derelict property

outside of town. They're warned about strange occurrences in the crumbling building. Doors open

by themselves, voices whisper in the night, bloody handprints appear on the walls, and cold spots

linger in the basement, where the house's original owner was murdered. But Blackwood was

dirt-cheap and came with a large plot of overgrown land. Mara loves her new home, and disregards

the warnings. Because ghosts aren't real... ...are they?
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I received an advanced copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.Pros: Darcy Coates

does a great job of telling an intriguing story with the help of one or two characters while allowing

the history of her ghosts to carry the story. The story of Blackwood house is creepy enough that I

had all the lights in the house on but not gory enough that I worried about having nightmares. The

story is fast paced and the flow is good right up to the end. I liked the first part where we get to know

Blackwood house and are introduced to its ghostly inhabitants along the way.Cons: I had a hard

time liking Mara. Being independent is one thing but she's over the top. I couldn't relate to her nor



did I feel any sympathy for her. No young woman is going to stay in a large creepy house in the

middle of nowhere with no electricity and a dead cell phone and no car. It was unbelievable.If the

story had been more tightly woven it would have been more suspenseful. Throughout most of the

story we have a young woman who is stubborn, head strong and most emphatically does not

believe in ghosts, then all of a sudden there's a familial connection to the house and all sorts of spirit

activity. I realize we are suppose to figure out the house along with her but a few more clues woven

in would have made it more alluring. Sometimes leaving a few threads threatening to unravel adds

more texture to the intrigue.Also, towards the end of the book, right when the action should be

ramping up...we take an 'I love you break' which includes a seriously long make up discussion and

then some ghost chasing, keystone cops, muddle into the middle of the scene. It was really

distracting.I would have given the story 4 stars if not for that last bit.
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